
CELLARS ON FIFTH AVENUE SWAMPED BY A MIDNIGHT FLOOD FROM A BROKEN MAIN

JUST when the Fifth avenue folks were
getting home from the theatre on

Thursday night, there was a bang and
X roar and sound of r.ishing water. The 30-
Inch water main, cracked r>y a blast In
excavation, had exploded under the trt
mendous pressure, ard all Fifth avenue. In
the neighborhood ol Fiftieth street, was

awash in five minutes.
Last week the sam» sort of a pipe on the

a year.noticeably 10 at particular times
tfuring that period. Her father died by hU
own hand, and two of her cousins also
committed suicide. The taint of nsanlty
was in her father's family and in her own

blood. She was afflcted with that form of
madness called melancholia with decided
eulcldal tendency. For the last three
months she had b#en constantly out of her
mind in this resp«ct. She would beg her
mother to be allowed to turn on the gas.
and it had been necessary to watch her
constantly. On jeveral occasions she had
turned on the gts and had been detected
just in time."

3Ira. Cboper 111.
Constant atteidanc^ upon her daughter

had told severed on Mrs. Cooper. In her
eufeehied state she must have easily suc¬
cumbed to the infueuce of the gas. Her
physical condition may be realized when it
is stated that during a call of Dr. Worth
yesterday she conpletely collapsed in the
hall. The Doctot who in addition to being
her physician wis a very old friend, im¬
mediately tried to make her promise to
take the neceswry rest. Mrs. Cooper s

utter devotion t» her unfortunate child was j4 times apparent, and her consider#-
tlon and self sivrlflee knew no bounds.
That the ni.fher fully understood her

daughter's conlltlon is shown by a letter
to her sister. Xrs. J. A. Skllton, of No. 444
Hancock street, Brooklyn, In which she
told In full th> story of the girl's malady.

Letter to Mrs. Cooper'* Sinter.

The letter vns written on November 29,
but was neve' mailed. It is as follows.

San Francisco, Col., Nov. 20, 1896.
My Darling Sister Hattle:.You are awxleus

all the time a 'out our precious one. She Is
bo better. Shccomp'.alns of great pain in her
hrad_a bad sjttptom. I hare told our physi¬
cian of the boedtty tendency. He feels that
the case la se-loue. From the first the dar¬
ling has longtl to die. She rallies, but only
to go back uifiln. She did not sleep at all
last night. Oh, precious sister, only God
knows the auny of my mother heart. I told
dear Mrs. File and Mrs. Gaden everything.
I cannot talt to others. I hope every day
that a chanp for the better will come. Hat-
tie has not ten well for a year, but she has
kept at woe so have I. We have tried to
do good.1< make the Uttle ones brighter
and happie jThe dreai" Jl fact of Insanity In her father's
family Is enstantly in my mind. God la my
«aly refug I place my head on His dear
leart and nd my only comfort there. Some
4ay darllr papa and Hattle and the little
tap* and weet little Mary and myself will
all be groped again. We shall then under¬
stand the dreadful mysteries of this mortal
life. I wL" add to thta letter before I mall it.

Tenderly and affectionately.
Tour after Satle; your devoted mother-

alster alt*ys.
I know that for over a year darling Hat¬

tle haa hil symptoma of Insanity, bt* I would
rather dl> than see her In an asylum. I will
ear* for \er to the last, my precious child.
It la the twilight of the evening of a lovely
Bebbath. I have been nursing the dear one
all day, *ave been reading to her from Phil-
Hps Brois's sermons, and from the precious
Jjible, ad "Dally Needs." She Is now rest¬
ing. Sl» did not sleep at all last night,
poor ch!4. Everybody Is kind. H only the
rich ant happy knew the good they do by
mlniste ng where sorrow and trouble lie
heavy oi the heart!

Eihanxted by Her Work.
My pc»r. exhausted brain surges with pain.

I have ost so much sleep that I feel dlaxy
and co<used. I have been nursing her to¬
day as't she were a little child. Her one

louginf.ls to die. and to have me go with
her. I >41 her the dear Father, who is love,
will u e care of all that, and when He Is
ready Ir us He will call us. The darling has
paraxials of great suffering In her mead.
Then «e ralles, and It seems as If helalth
were i ' se at hand. She cannot bear me out
of her Ight. and I do not leave her. Darling
sister. We are planning to accept your argent
invita uti and pay you the visit yon so much
desire us to pay this Winter. I will write
you lr "full when we decide. Will add a line
In the morning and semi the latest news of
the pr -lous child. Tenderly, your sister,

SATIE.
Hav- Just read the Twenty-third realm and

fcmrti ith of St. John. I feel great eom-
fortu Good-night, dear sister.

I Jc told Hattle that she was God's dear
child: that I gave her to Him before she was
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east side of the avenue burst and the cel¬
lars on that side were flooded. There is a

network of main and minor pipes under¬
neath the granite blocks of Fifth avenue,
and more are being laid. The two new
mains that are now being put down are

forty-eight Inches in diameter, and run
near the street curbs. Between them, and
a little below, there are two 36-lnch pipes,
one 20-Inch and one 12-lnch. There are also

born, and that my first prayer when ah* was
bom wag that He would hold her In Mis hand.
Ton know flattie's nature was all bright¬

ness and sunshine. She has been deeply de-
spood'«nt anil sad, but says she know not
why. I know it Is from overwork. We are

both greatly overworked. Life Is a battle.
We must be heroes. God Is our helper.
Life Devoted to Good Work.

Sarah B. Cooper was born In New York
State In 1834. Her religious training was

according to the Presbyterian teachings,
and both her educational and her charitable
work was done through the Presbyterian
churches, with which she was affiliated
until some ten years ago, when she became
a Cougregatlonallst.
After her marriage, when she was barely

twenty years old, Mrs. Cooper removed
with her husband to Tennessee, where she
became deeply Interested in the negro
question and worked to secure the abolition
of slavery. In Memphis, in 1856, her
daughter, Hattle, was born. The Coopers
were with the Union side In the war, and
then, as the armies withdrew, Mrs. Cooper
found her field of work among the freed-
men. She. received high commendation as
a leader in the works of charity and edu¬
cation In the 8outh. 8he introduced the
Froebel system of kindergarten Instruction
In this city and afterward formed a train¬
ing school for kindergarten teachers. As
teachers were trained more schools were
established and a kindergarten association
at length was formed, of which Mrs.
Cooper was the guiding spirit.
She became widely known for her charit¬

able works and her religious instructions.
Her famous Bible class was organised in
1880. She was accused by the Presbyterian
deacons of teaching doctrines bordering on
heresy and there was a trial In which, al¬
though she defended her position ably, the
verdict went against her. She refused to
recant and went over to the First Congre¬
gational Church, taking her Bible class
with her.

Opposed to Dp. Ilrown,
She was the leader of those who were op¬

posed to Dr. Brown In the First Congrega-
tional Church scandal, In which Mattle
Overman was Involve**. At first Mrs. Coop¬
er and her daughter upheld Dr. Brown, but
afterward they changed sides. Both women
took a deep Interest In the case, and worry
over It had something to do with causing
the daughter to lose her mind.
Besides being president of the Kinder¬

garten Association Mrs. Cooper was presi
dent of the Woman's Press Asoclatlon
president of the Woman's Suffrage Asso¬
ciation, and a leading officer of the
Woman's Christian Temperance t'nlon.
She was a cousin of Colonel Robert G.

Ingersoll.
In her will she left her property, real

and personal, to her daughter, and In case
of the death of both her daughter and
herself, desired her belrnglngs to go to her

gas mains and sewers. One of the latter
Is twenty-four feet deep, and Is now being
completed by the city.
The deep excavation was filled to the

brim before the residents of the block know
what had happened. When they realized
that It was the same sort of flood as

swamped their neighbors a week ago, they
were very Indignant, and threats of dam¬
age suits mingled with calls and orders to

last night. To him Mrs. Cooper replied:
"If my daughter tal V my life, I want

the world to know that she Is not to
blame. I know that she is insane, and that
she inherits insanity, that her father and
her cousins took their own lives, but I
love her too well to be separated from her."

MJlMll ens GIFT.
Continned from First Page.

defraud said city out of the real value of
the right, privilege, license or permission

FORMER QUEEN LILU

the servants, who were Rotting what was

perishable out of the filling cellars. Half
an hour after the blji pipe had burst Gen¬
eral Butterfleld's cellar, at No. 616 Fifth
avenue, showed six feet of water. Among
the other cellars floorled were those belong¬
ing to the residences of Mrs. M. E. Garri¬
son, A. H. Sickles, L. Jacobs, William
Ziegler and General Davis. A. H. Slckles's
wine cellar, containing several thousands

opinion Is against awarding the franchise.
He pronounces the proposed "deal" as Il¬
legal, and says It cannot bs sustained. This
is what he said to the Aldermen:

Scott Asnlnst It.
Before the question of frsud can be

considered on its merits it must, how¬
ever, be established that the Board of
Aldermen Is about to act favorably upon
the application of the Consumers' Com¬
pany. But thfs inferred that favorable
action would be fraudulent In law. Mllo
M. BeldlnK. president of the Consum¬
ers' Company, in an affidavit, said the
allegations of fraud and bad faith con¬

tained !n the (Wilcox) complaint are en-

JOKALINI OF HAWAII.

Washington, Dm. 11..Secretary Hastings, of the Hawaiian Legation, was ques¬
tioned to-night regarding the probable reason for ex-Queen Lllt'Jokalanl'u visit to
this country. He said:

"I attach no political significance to the rormer Queen's visit, for she has been
politically dead for some time. In her own country she Is a thing of the past, polit¬
ically speaking, and as far as we can learn, she only comes to visit her late hus¬
band's relatives in Boston. He was Govtr.ior Domlnls, of a very old and highly
respectable New England family. We also hear that she Intends to visit her niece,Kainlanl, the former heiress-apparent who came to this country In 1803 with het
so-called guardian, an Englishman named Davis, and who Is now on the Isle of
Jersey."

"How will President Cleveland receive her if, as is rumored, she comes to Wash-

two sisters, Mrs. T. A. Skilton, of Brook¬
lyn. N. Y., and Mrs. Reese M. Rawllngs,
of East Lake, Tenn.
H«r Husband Committed Snlclde.
Her manuscripts she wished destroyed by

Mrs. Slcllton. Friends of Mrs. Cooper say
that the home on Vallejo street was all
the property she possessed. Her husband,
who was a customs official, took poison
while Insane ten years ago. It is learned
that the family physician, who has often
urged Mrs. Cooper to have her daughter
placed in an asylum, made a final plea

to lay mains nnd pipes In the streets,
avenues and public places in the city of
New York for the purpose of supplying non-

lllumlnatlng fuel gas, Intend to grant the
aforesaid right and permission to the Con¬
sumers' Company, vhereupon plaintiff
prays that this Court will adjudge and
decree that the granting of the right Is a

waste of the property rights of the munici¬
pality, and would be Illegal and void."
The action of Corporation Counsel Scott,

when the Aldermen asked his opinion,
should be read by every tax-oaxer. His

of dollars' worth of rare wines, wss com¬

pletely submerged, and a large quantity of
the stock was lost. Tlmfe trunks, contain¬
ing valuable laees and bric-a-brac, floated
about on the floor. All the other residents
lost wine, vegetables, meats, tapestries and

fUlWbIy the two most serious features
of the flood are the Injury it is likely to
cause to the foundations of the Houses and
to the health of the occupants. In I)ln> 08

from the time his attention was first called
to it. In his official opinion to the board,
dated September 3, 1896. he said:
1 have Riven tht* wiatter careful

cnnoideration an«l find it to » 1

mention whieh is involved in n

(treat .leal of .'ioubt. The grant ap¬

plied for is one of «»n extraordinary
and sweeping character, contem¬plating as it does the tearing up, at

the option of the Petitioner "*
every street In the city, upon ^hicli.
Ils vou are auare, a vant amount of
money has been expended for_ pa -

ins purposes during the past U v

years> and unless the Legislature
has very clearly imposed upon >onI the r^ht to grant a froachise of
tliis character It ' ould manifestly
he improper > ou do so.

vinceg me that It 1« »>> n" »e"

clear that Legislature ,h«j In
vested yon with the power to »,r.mt
the permission n«V ed for.

A solution of this question derend^
npon the construction to subdivision o

of section 86 of the Consolidation eel-
This section as it exists to-d;iy iea< s.

Sec. 86. The .mmon Council shall lmre

t. «*.-a***.«»
With law and tl » Constitution of the State
and with such i ualtie. as are P«>vldod ln
the last Hjetion in the matters and for the

purpose following, in addition to other powers
elsewhere especially granted, namely:

5 To renrulate the opening of street surface.
the laying of gas and water mains, the build¬
ing and repairing of sewers and the erecting
of pas lights. Provided, however, It shall not
be lawful after the passage of this act for
anv person or corporation to lay any pipe
or mains in or .nder any of the sheets of
the city of New *t,rk, or to open the pave¬
ment of any such streets for the purpose of
laying any ,lpes or mains for conducting
therein any illuminating gas or steam or

other .fluids exc. ptfng salt water, nor shall
it l>e lawful for the Common Council of said
city, or any l>oard or officers of said city, to

grant any license or permission to lay any
such pipe- or mains, unless two-thirds in
number of the owners of real estate fronting
on that p»>rt of the street In which pipes are

to be laid, or to which such license or per-
mlssior relates, who shall also be the owners

of two-thirds in extent of the front feet of
such part of such street, shall have pet
tioned the Common Council in favor thereof,
an,, no' then until such person or corporation
has actually demonstrated the practical suc¬

cess of the principle involved In developing
the ent<f~i>rise in some other city for at least
o«e year.
Nothing shall be construed to be a mini

Wiihin the moaning of said subdivision except
illuminating gas, water when intended for
other than hydraulic or hydrostatic purposes,
steam and oil.

What Sort of Gasf
"The clause in question, subdivision 5,

as it originally stood, ended before the
proviso which was Inserted by amend-^ ing acts, and it therefor* read as a

sns wpkt Ti-Tx. i

ington to see him?"
"That I cannot say," said Mr. Hastings. "The people here, the President him¬

self, must decide that. She Is, of course, only a private citizen, and cannot be fool¬
ish enough to entertain hopes of being re-enthroned. I cannot tell how the President
will receive her if she calls, which is doubtful."

The understanding around the State Department is that the President Is very
M'red of Lilluokahini and her "cause." £he kept him advised by every steamer for
about two years as to her troubles, her health and her wants. It Is not learned
that the President answered any of her letters. The President will probably de*
cline to receive tbr-'ormer Queen should she call. It would be contrary to diplo¬
matic etiquette for ihe President to receive a dethroned monarch wblle the pres¬
ent government was represented here.

tirely upon information and belief, but,
nevertheless, they are wilfully, abso¬
lutely and unqualifiedly false. The
Board of Aldermen does not purpose to
grant to th*> Consumers' Company an
exclusive license, right and privilege
to lay its nlpes and main^ in the
streets, but loaves Itself unfettered an
to the granting of a similar right and
privilege to other companies which have
made applications.
The Corporation Counsel hag been In op¬

position to the granting of the franchise

grant of power, 'to regulate the open¬
ing of street surfaces, the laying ot gas
and water mains, the building and re¬

pairing of sewers and the erecting of
gas lights.'
"The restrictions contained in the pro¬

viso, it Is conceded, would have made it
necessary, even In the cas't of an appli¬
cation for permission to lay mains for
the transmission of a no.'i-illuminatlng
gas, to obtain the consent of property
owners before any frand'tise could be
granted by your body.

/

the mortar of the foundations has dropped
away". The fifty-two students of the pre-
paratory school at NoK 622 weflp notified
yesterday that there would be no more
class until the cellar was dried out.
The water was not turned off the broken

main until 12:30 o'clock, l'-or «n hour and
a half Fifth avenue was like a river. 1 He
overtaxed sewer at Thirty-fifth street burst
and caused another flood there, but no
celiars were flooded.
Chief City Engineer G. W. Bfrdsall said

"The counsel for the company apply¬
ing for the privilege In ques¬
tion, however, Insists tha* the
effect of the last paragraph of
the subdivision above quoted, defining
the signification of fluid within the
meaning of said subdivision and making
it refer to illuminating gas, to water
when intended for purposes other than
hydraulic or hydrostatic, and t* steam
and oil, Is to limit the proviso and the
restriction wbleh It contains: to the fliild
specified, and to leave the power of your
body to act upon this question to be de¬
termined by the subdivision us It orig¬
inally stood without the proviso, and
without any restriction upon any author¬
ity which such amended words may be
held to give.
"The question, therefore, left for de¬

termination Is as to whether ot not the
words, 'to regulate the opening of street
surfaces, the laying of gas and water
mains, the building and repairing of
severs and the erecting of gas lights
are broad enough to authorize yoU to
pass a resolution conceding to this com¬

pany the privilege of opening all the
street surfaces In this city for the
purpose of laying mains for the con¬

duct of a non-Illuminating gas.
"Did the Legislature, when It made

the enactment In question, mean by the
use of the word gas-mains to refer only
to what was then generally understood to
be Illuminating gas, or did It Intend
that that word should have a signifi¬
cation broad enough to authorize the
use of the public streets without com¬
pensation by any corporation that
might be organised for the purpose of
distributing a gas or fluid for fuel, or

any other purpose, except that of illum¬
ination?
Owners Sl>oulrt Be Cotisulteil,
"It does not seem to mo to be bo clear

that it had this purpose It? view as to
justify you lr. assuming any authority
lit the premises.
"In no other part of the State, so

far as I am udvlsed, has any. local body
authority to grant to corporations now ¦
organised under any of our general
laws the frower to lay down pipes for
such a purpose, except with the ccn-

sent of abutting owners. It would
seem that the Legislature, had it In¬
tended ta niake the exceptional grant
to the locij' authorities Jn this city to
do what ml/.ht not be done elsewhere
In other citi, s and towns of the State,
would have ,1 s<ed words whfch would
have left n<A doubt that the transmis¬
sion of a gas or fluid for other than
Illuminating purposes was contemplated.

"I therefore *dv\se you that the leg¬
islature has not invested you with the
power to grant,/he application which
has been made to you. and which Is the
subject of the commuufcatlon above re¬

ferred to."
Justice S ^yth reiterated the doubts ox-

pressed by r. Secrtt wiitu he dissolved the
Wilcox injunction* In the face of these
legal opinions, Alderman Goodman In pre¬
senting the final report of the Lamps and
Gas Committee a fet>- days ago stated:

The Injunction proceedings prove tbe
wisdom of our contention that litigation
can be inaugurated on the roost flimsy
pretense or pretext, and therefoie we

feel it our duty to favor the applicants
who, in our opinion, are the mosv apt
to begin operations at once and suppiy
our people with this boom of
cheap gas. Although it is possible for
the Consumers' Company'Lo delay opera¬
tions by litigation, prompted for that
purpose, we feel that si?ch will not be
the case. We believe they are sincere."The following, recently published,
will show the financial standing of the
company and the personnel of the
Board of Directors:
" 'Among others we might name as

Life
Is misery to thousands of people who have
the taint of scrofula In tht'.r blood. For this
terrible affliction there is no remedy equal tc

Hood's
Sarsaparllla

The best.in fact tbe One True Blw. l Purifier

Uaa^p Piilc cur* L1 er nl easy tctlUUU CIlia take, e»*7 to oi>erate. 2oc

«?anetv.of tilat 1!!° n?nln !s a vcry bad one;
fllso that the blasting done by Matthew
Raird, who has the contract for the two
new pipes, caused the break. Raird couH
not be seen about the place yesterday, and
his foreman refused to say much about the
intmer. One of the employes thought it
did not amount to much."
The flood sufferers swear they vill sue

somebody as soon as ther find exactly who
Is to blame for transforming thefr cellar"
into olunge baths.

directors and stockholders are Milo M.
Beldlng, the millionaire silk thread
manufacturer, aiid pres/dent of tha
American Union Life Insurance Com¬
pany, vice-president of a leading fire
insurance company, and director In a.

.dozen financial and other institutions;
George P. Betts, a wealthy retired
lawyer; Henry C. Gopeland, president
of the Riverside Bank; William R.
Smith, of Worthlngton, Smith & Co.,
and George P. Johnson, manager of the
Diamond Match Company. Surely, no

one will venture to suggest that these
names are those of men of straw.
" 'We shall be wl,*hln bounds in as¬

serting that the gentlemen Identified
with the Consumers Company represent
an aggregate responsibility of not l.»ss
than $50,000,000.'

Beneficial to the People.
"It seems to your committee that there

Is not a scintilla of reason presented
for its conslderatfon that Juntlfies a dif¬
ferent conclusion than already arrived
at. The only question upon which a

doubt might arise Is that of the power
of this Board to grant the application.
We have expresed our views clearly on
that, point, and cannot comprehend whv
any one should criticise a desire to liivve
our rights and powers defined, when it
is admitted by both the Corporation
Counsel and a learned Jndge that the
matter is Involved in doubt. The of¬
ficial records of many of our city de¬
partments will show that litigation is
not only e frequent occurrence, but
actually forced upon claimants against
the city because the heads of such de¬
partments are in doubt as to their right
to grant the claims against them. They
desli'e their rights adjudged by courts
of law. and very often the city must
pay costs which could be avoided. Al¬
though In such Instances the conditions
are different than the matter here un¬

der consideration, yet the principle of
adjudication of power and authority are
sl^lar. The Board should rather be
encouraged than opposed in its efforts
for a proper, unmistakable decision on
so important a question. The claimant
for that which we may have the right
to grant L& entitled to the full bene¬
fit thereof, if its claim is just, is bene¬
ficial to the people, of advantage to the

city and Is proper under the law."
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Clothing Talk,
W-h~e-w!
But business is dull,

And trade at a loss is better than no
trade. For a limited time, therefore,
we will sell our Gold Contract

OVERCOAT at

$1 a p;n IN ANY
I XI vJU KIND OF
l^"i MONEY.

It's the VERY BEST VALUE
ON EARTH. We allow you two
weeks to decide, and if you can

duplicate it for $20, or if you're not
satisfied for any or no reason, re¬

turn the overcoat and we'll refund

$15 IN GOLD.
A written contract to this effect

goes with each overcoat.
All sizes, also "stouts" and

"longs," from 32 to 48 brqast.
Sample, description and copy of gold <v>n-

t.act FREE to any address.

CLOTHIERS AND FURNISHERS,

Broadway, 365, corner Franklin.

YOU WON'T"'""""
n n oily skin.

john H. woonmiRy, 127 w. ±2a st., n.
¥., cures oily sklu and all skin dlseuiu*. ^


